One of the Greatest Offerings of Rare Wines Ever to Come to Auction
Sotheby’s to Offer 4,200+ Bottles from the Personal Cellars of
H.R.H. Prince Robert de Luxembourg, his Friends & Family
The Largest Quantity of Wine Direct from Château Cellars Ever to be Offered for Charity
To benefit The PolG Foundation and thereby help Cure Mitochondrial-Related Conditions

NEW YORK, 5 MAY 2022 – The full scope of content of the Personal Cellars of Prince Robert of Luxembourg, his
family and friends, one of the greatest offerings of wines to come to auction, is unveiled today, with the release
of the online catalogue.
The decision for Prince Robert of Luxembourg to empty his personal cellar, to offer a selection of rare bottles,
was made with a singular mission in mind: to raise awareness and funds for The PolG Foundation, created by
Prince Robert and his wife Princess Julie to find treatments, and ultimately a cure, for mitochondrial diseases.
The wines in the sale have been donated to The PolG Foundation by three distinct groups: Prince Robert; his
family; and his friends, who were inspired to do the same. The selection features a number of very rare vintages
which are seldom offered, dating back as far as 1906. Together, the 818 lots, comprising more than 4,200 bottles,
carry a combined estimate in the region of $2.8 million, with estimates ranging from $150 upwards to $90,000.
Outside the annual Hospices de Beaune sale – the world’s oldest and most renowned charity wine auction – this
is the largest quantity and highest value of wines that come directly from storage in château cellars, ever to be
offered in a charity wine auction.

The sale, which will take place at Sotheby’s in New York on 21 May, is
intensely personal for Prince Robert and Julie. In 2016, their youngest
son Frederik was diagnosed with a rare mitochondrial disease, a genetic
disorder that robs the body’s cells of energy, in turn causing organ
dysfunction and failure. It turned the family’s world upside down, but
they decided to concentrate all their efforts on finding a cure, not only
for Frederik, but also for all those suffering from the disease. The nonprofit foundation they created has become a leading research hub,
whose impact will in time benefit millions of people facing
mitochondrial-related conditions, from Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s, to
autism and some forms of cancer.
Prince Robert of Luxembourg said: “When I first entertained the idea of
emptying out my cellar in this rather public fashion, there was not a
minute of hesitation from my family. Soon after we were joined by other
members of my family and our family company. In parallel, some of the
“I don’t think this disease defines me. I
very finest wine producers in France heard about our sale and donated
stay happy. I stay moving. I just do me.”
some truly exceptional lots. Thanks to everyone’s generosity, we have
– Frederik de Nassau
now succeeded in putting together one of the very finest collections of
wine that Sotheby’s has ever brought to auction. Any bidders who are lucky enough to win one – or a number –
of these lots will be certain to know that they will enjoy some of the very fines and rarest wines in the world. All
the while, they will also be supporting a cause that will ultimately help all of us, as we come to benefit from an
acceleration in mitochondrial research. This truly historic sale provides the most wonderful springboard for us
to face this challenge and aim to seize the opportunity of uncovering a cure for PolG.”
Jamie Ritchie, Worldwide Chairman, Sotheby’s Wine, said: “This auction combines a selection of very rare wines,
that come with impeccable provenance and condition, with the generosity and philanthropy of a dedicated part
of the wine community who are helping to fund a cure for PolG and other mitochondrial conditions. Now, it is the
time for buyers to show their generosity in bidding, buying and enjoying all of these wines, while supporting a
cause that will help so many people in the future.”
Prince Robert's personal cellar includes the opportunity to acquire historic vintages of Château Haut Brion with
bottles from 1908, 1918 and 1919, then the decades of the 1920s, 1930s, 1940s – the war years, when the bottles
are in pale blue glass – and on to more recent vintages. It includes the exceptional 1924 and legendary 1926 in
Jeroboams.
The sale also includes the most impressive range of very rare Magnums of Haut Brion Blanc, La Mission HautBrion and Laville Haut-Brion ever to come to auction.
As Chairman and CEO of Domaine Clarence Dillon, the family wine business, Prince Robert oversees Châteaux
Haut-Brion (his great-grandfather Clarence Dillon – an American Investment banker – purchased the estate in
1935) and La Mission Haut-Brion – wine estates with exalted histories – in addition to Château Quintus,
Clarendelle (a line of branded Bordeaux wines founded by Prince Robert), Restaurant Le Clarence, an exceptional
** Michelin Restaurant in Paris, La Cave du Château (Paris’ most illustrious wine shop, with an additional outlet
in Bordeaux), and Clarence Dillon Wines (a Bordeaux Fine Wine Merchant / Negociant).
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Restaurant Le Clarence

The Board of Domaine Clarence Dillon, acting without Prince Robert's
participation, has made exceptional donations to The PolG Foundation, with
each item coming direct from each of the château’s cellars. Highlights include
a Bordeaux experience for six at Domaine Clarence Dillon (est. $10,00015,000), a Paris night out for four at La Cave du Château and Le Clarence (est.
$10,000-15,000), a Domaine Clarence Dillon 75th Anniversary Console –
designed and commissioned by Prince Robert, to celebrate the first eight
decades of the Dillon family presence at Château Haut-Brion, and crafted by
Viscount Linley and his team in London (est. $90,000-130,000), and rare 12litre bottles of Haut Brion and La Mission Haut-Brion from the highly prized
2009 vintage (est. $50,000-80,000 per four-bottle lot, illustrated left).

Primum Familiae Vini Haute Couture Case & Passport

The “PFV”, an international association of twelve of the leading family-owned European wineries, of which
Domaine Clarence Dillon is one of the members, has also shown its support with donations from the other PFV
members. This offering includes a PFV Haute Couture Case offered by all members (est. $75,000-150,000), and
individual donations by Marchesi Antinori, Domaine Clarence Dillon, Joseph Drouhin, Famille Perrin, Champagne
Pol Roger, Baron Philippe de Rothschild, Sassicaia, Symington Family Estates, Familia Torres, and Vega Sicilia.
In addition, generous donations have been made by Chateau Angelus, Champagne Billecart Salmon, Christian
Seely & AXA Millésimes, Domaine Marcel Deiss, Edmond Guerrand-Hermes, Louis Jadot, Château Montrose,
Petrus, Hazel & Marvin Shanken, and Château Smith Haut Lafitte.
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SALE HIGHLIGHTS
From the Personal Cellars of Prince Robert de Luxembourg and Family:
A treasure-trove of magnums of the magnificent and very rare white wines from Haut-Brion and La Mission HautBrion, including:
• 500+ Magnums of Haut-Brion Blanc, spanning the 1990s and 2000s
• 200+ Magnums of La Mission Haut-Brion Blanc, spanning ten vintages (2009 - 2018)
• 60+ Magnums of Laville Haut-Brion spanning twenty years (1998 - 2008)
Haut Brion (Rouge) in a variety of formats, including:
• 900+ bottles stretching back to the early 1900s, including 1906, 1918, 1919
• 400+ Magnums spanning several decades, stretching back to 1964
• 30 Double Magnums and 30 Imperials
• Landmark vintages (e.g. 2000, 2005, 2009, 2015, 2016) available in bottles, Magnums, Double magnums,
and Imperial
• Historical vintages include: 1906, 1918, 1919, 1921, 1924, 1926, 1928, 1929, 1934, 1937, 1940, 1958,
1964, 1966, and 1989
La Mission Haut Brion (Rouge), in a variety of formats, including:
• 750+ bottles, including parcel quantities of the landmark 1989, 1990, 2000, and 2010 vintages
• 350+ Magnums, many in parcel quantities, stretching back to the excellent 1990 vintage
• 24 Double Magnums and 25 Imperials stretching over two decades (2000 - 2016)
The sale also features all the First Growths, each in a variety of formats, alongside the Right Bank’s great growths,
namely Petrus, Cheval Blanc, and Ausone, including:
• Château Lafite 1924; Château Latour 1928; Château Margaux 1959 en magnum; Château Mouton
Rothschild 1924; Petrus 1982 en magnum

The PolG Foundation Mission
On creating The PolG Foundation, the Founders soon learned that mitochondrial diseases, once
considered rare, are now believed to affect as many as one in 5000 people globally, “rendering it
the second-most-commonly diagnosed, serious genetic disease after cystic fibrosis.” Distressingly,
the Founders also learned that research into treatments and cures for mitochondrial diseases
were uncommon and, where it existed, it was often underfunded and conducted in an
informational vacuum.
After five years of struggling with the disease within their own family, the Founders imagined an effort to find treatments,
and ultimately a cure, for the disease afflicting so many patients and families globally. Given the profound lack of research
into and knowledge about PolG related mitochondrial diseases, and following extensive consultation with research and
clinical advisers, they agreed to create The PolG Foundation to seek a “visionary and innovative approach to diagnose, treat
and cure a complex mitochondrial disease.” Their investment in research was further encouraged by recognizing that greater
knowledge of PolG may open the door to improved treatments for related diseases including Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s,
iabetes, cardiac issues, depression and some cancers.
The Foundation, though is in its infancy, has already attracted broad support within the global scientific and medical
communities. Luminaries from various fields have offered their time and expertise as members of the Foundation’s Board
of Directors, Scientific Advisory Board and friends.
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Notes to Editors
Donated by H.R.H. Prince Robert De Luxembourg and Family: La Mission Haut-Brion, Laville Haut-Brion, La Mission HautBrion Blanc, Haut Brion, Haut Brion Blanc, Lafite, Latour, Margaux, Mouton Rothschild, Léoville Las Cases, Prieuré Lichine,
Ausone, Cheval Blanc, Petrus, d’Yquem, Duclot Bordeaux Collection, Bollinger, Taittinger, Cognac.
Donated by Domaine Clarence Dillon: DCD 75th Anniversary Console, DCD Experiences, Haut Brion, La Mission Haut-Brion,
Quintus.
Donated by Primum Familiae Vini (“PFV”): PFV Haute Couture Case, Beaucastel, Joseph Drouhin, Dow, Graham’s, Mouton
Rothschild, Pol Roger, Sassicaia, Tignanello, Torres, Vega Sicilia.
Donated by Friends: Petrus, Pichon Baron, Quinta do Noval, Angélus, Billecart-Salmon, Marcel Deiss, Louis Jadot, Montrose,
Pichon Lalande, Smith Haut Lafitte, Masseto, Mouton Rothschild, Cheval Blanc.
CONTACTS:
Sotheby’s Press Office
London | +44 (0)20 7293 6000 | Matthew Floris | Matthew.Floris@Sothebys.com
New York | +1 212 606 7176 | Derek Parsons | Derek.Parsons@Sothebys.com
Hong Kong | +852 2822 8129 | Nancy Wong | Nancy.Wong@Sothebys.com
About Sotheby’s Wine
Established in 1744, Sotheby’s is the world’s premier destination for art and luxury. Sotheby’s promotes access,
connoisseurship and preservation of fine art and rare objects through auctions and buy-now channels including private
sales, e-commerce and retail. Our trusted global marketplace is supported by an industry-leading technology platform and
a network of specialists spanning 40 countries and 50 categories, which include Contemporary Art, Modern and
Impressionist Art, Old Masters, Chinese Works of Art, Jewelry, Watches, Wine and Spirits, and Interiors, among many others.
Sotheby’s Wine’s annual worldwide auction sales of wine and spirits hit a record $132 million in 2021, a 44% increase on
2020. Sotheby’s Wine currently holds the world records for any whisky collection ever sold at auction, any private wine
collection ever sold at auction, the most valuable bottle of wine ever sold at auction and the most valuable bottle of spirits
ever sold at auction.
In addition to auction, Sotheby’s Wine launched a retail business in 2010. With a retail store located in Sotheby’s New York
headquarters and e-commerce at www.sothebyswine.com, Sotheby’s Wine offers a carefully curated selection of wines
from the world’s most prestigious producers and important regions. Expertly assembled by our experienced specialists, the
selection is built upon lasting relationships with winemakers from across the globe, with bottles that are ready for immediate
consumption, in addition to investment-worthy wines from highly sought-after vintages. A second retail location opened in
Sotheby’s Hong Kong galleries in 2014.
Instagram | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | LinkedIn | Pinterest | WeChat | Weibo | Youku
* Estimates do not include buyer's premium or overhead premium. Prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer's
premium and overhead premium and are net of any fees paid to the purchaser where the purchaser provided an irrevocable
bid.
Images are available upon request
Stream live auctions and place bids in real time, discover the value of a work of art, browse sale catalogues, view original
content and more at sothebys.com, and by downloading Sotheby's app for iOS and Android.
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